
THE PARISH OF ROBERTSTOWN. 

SITUATION. This Po.ri sh i. s s i tnat.ed in the north of the 
Barony of Shanid, and consists of two detached portions. One is 
bounded on the north by the River Shannan and on the east, south 
and west by Shanagolden Parish. The other portion is bounded on 
the north by 1\ughanish ·1nd F:.:rnnarnore Parish, on the southeast by 
Kilmoylan Parish, and ::rn the north, east, south ancl 'Nc-:st "oy the 
Parish of Shanagolden. 

NAME. Signifies trJe Town of Robert. 

Of th,~ olrl Chlu•c-;:·t of R,berts-t~·wn ::::itu2.ted in the Tc 1m1land of 12 
that ne.me, ·•.:he '.'9,l}s ,·r,, per.feet. It is Lhir'.y sev,n foot long 
by nineteen 2.r:d. a hg,J f Ln LreD.dth. Tt1e wlnd,)W on t.he east gable 
which i::-o new d.isf1g1.,; ed, ,rrn,r::. :t'<,rr:: d o t' brown. c11t stone on tbe 
outside, as appnars from ~iva of the stone: which remain on the 
nort.h side; +.he; 0 sta,,e, have the appe'J.rance of great, age. On the 
south side W'"l: .. , twu fee,. from 'c'.e er,s~ gable, there was another 
window Iihich is HO'!'; e,_,tLp1etel.\ disfigured. TJ-:ie d.oorw8.y: situRted 
on this ·.tr•ll ei.r,:l1t :e:: 1

. eight L:ches from the west gable, is broken 
on the inside, On • he vut s ic1e, v,liere it is in the pointed style 
and forrnr3d of cnr, 1iE1cs1,one, it iA SJX feet high b;y three feet in 
width. Cn tl,e r-,o,·tl'l '.V:tll there was another doorway, the sides of 
which arc broi'>:,:rn o,,01ay; the arches rems in both inside ?.no. ( ,.l ts ide, 
being fon11ed. ,,f thin u~"one,::. The walJ s c1.r0 :1bout fourte-3r: feet 
high, three feet in thi drnes,,; 1 cwd built of large stones irregu
larly laid with lime and uand mortar. There is a large graveyard, 
not much in vse at present, attacl1ed to t·:1.is C:hurch. 

About three hu~drGd yards north of the old Church stands a 
small part of t11e eastern end ,;f Robertstown Castle, si t1Je.ted on 
the margin of an inlet of the River Shannon. 

On the summit of Kr;ockp8 .. tri ck Hi 11, and in tlrn Tcwrls.r.d. of 13 
the same name, arc the ruins of S:1,int Pat.rick 1 s Church, of which 
both the gables have d.is8.ppeared; forty one feet of' the sr,uth wall 
and forty six of the north wall remain. On this north ~3Jl there 
are two doorways, th~ one nine fest from where the wall is broken 
on the west end, the arches (inside ana. outside) being p j nted and 
formed of thin flags. This doorw~y is filled with old masonry. 
The other 1s nine feet from the east end; its arches are broken. 
No cut stone appears in ei~her of these doorways. Thire was 
another doorway on the south side wall opposite the western one 
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on the nocth; no cut stone appeRrs in thi~ doorway, of wh~0ri only 
one aide remains. The walls of this Uhurch are l:lbou1. t~elve fe·t 
high by thre~ feet in thickness 'tnrl built of reg0.lar sizeJ quarry 
stones regularly la.id with 1 ime t1nd. sand m:n·t':lr. It bas not the 
appearance of great agi·. On the top u f these wall,:; ins ic:, runs 
a cornice _jf' cut stones. Tl1ere is a vtry lti.1·ge grav,~ard much 
in use attached to this Church. 

About three hunJ1·ed yards w'--sv of this i.:. Patri~k's Well. 14 

About two :·1u.ndred yads e st of the old C1i;1rch is Sa1 t Pat
.rick 1 s Seat (Suidhea.cht1:, Phatr:...1.ic) wr,ich :cr;sist uf six rather 
small sto(:es laid ,:in the ground almost in a circle. They h;:ive 
n0 t the appearance of a Crom lee c. T:,0 trad i . i ... n am,J1,g tr,e people 
is th:::,t the Saint, ::ma Gertain u:·,'.asjon, !!9.Vtng knelt ard pr::1.ye.1 
he1e, left tLe impressior.. of his knc:~s n a arm;o in ti.e stones. 
N,; m!:>.rks i'loiNeve!· appear in the~e ,tones ,·eseabl1:ng thosf1 h les !n 
holy stories t\.. te met wi tt1 6lSt::Wi:1ere which arA p;;pUl'.irly bcli,-.,ved 
to be im~cessions uf Lne knees or ~eet uf Saints. 

There is a moot exL~nsive prospect of the Counties of Cork, 
Kerry, ClarA, Tipperary and L1mtr1~k from Knockpatrick Hill. 

In F1h.ger·,l,1':- H1stor.v of Limerick 1,, read (p.385) "AbuJ-t 
a. m'ilr n .. th of St1anai,;ol(1en is Knock-Pat1·i.·k (36G) sa..id to be the 
highest m~untain in this County, with respect to wnich Camden 
ci tea tn~ following 1 ines of' Necam:-

Flum1 n1bus magnis laetatur Hibernia, Sineus 
Inter ~ona~tiam Momoniamque fluit; 
Tnmsit per- muros L:imarici, Knock Ped.rick 
Oceani clausum sub d1tione videt. 

"On the top of Knock Patr-ic~ are the walls :;fan old ULurch 15 
in gocd preseri,a'.iot., the i:ntr·ar1ce icto which i,:; by,:; l w G,:.thic 
arch on th·.: weRt. Thh Ct·1urch is held in gr·eat venece.ti ;n, as it 
is ·:nrpposed to h'•Ve b,·e, •otisecrated t.y Sa1r,t Pat rick whose chc ic 
is shewn here composed of five stones. At , Jittle dis •nee from 
the Church is~ well dedicated to the Saint, where the Co8r1try 
pe0ple say ht left a golden Ci..1p whi~n remaine::! there ULtil within 
these fifty years, and that it 1~ now ia tbe pcsRess1:n of some 
family in that c .. u1,try; they aho I el'cite ~-hat a D,·utct Priccst, 
whilst helping Sr~in•, Patrick with wate1· f1·orr. the well, m:x,d ,.ome 
p0iSO!1 witb it. whi0h was di.,coverso to the Sa.ir1t by three d1·ops 
fallL,g t:i::ir ugh tr,e cu.pint.) tlie well, by which t':;e ".latte,· "as 
d1 ~coloure:1. Wi tt1in t.•1e walls vf thE, C1·1urch ai·e t,w· hand::::ome 
monU!llt:tJ~S belo1Jg1ng to the Burke aild Griffin familie-:. 

"Jfr,,m the summit of thib wild and lofty solj tude 1-.he ~:,rr
c.unding Country presents a µ:raid and e.xter:siva pro;:;pect *** *** 
(p.367) Knock Patrick tei·minatts at the r·.Jri1, tha'.~ leads from 
Limerick to Glin ~nd Tarbert by the Shannon.• 
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The following is from Ware's "Bishops of Limerick":-

"The Shenon, called by Ptolemy the Senus, which is the 
noblest river of all Ir·eland, is divided here into two channels 
and flows round the greatest pa.rt of this City (Limerick) of whioh 
Alexandra Necham says thus:-

·Flum1nibus magnis laetatur Hibernia Sineus 
Inter connatium Momoniamque fluit; 
Tr9nsit. per mur·os Limerici Knock Patrick illum 
Oceani clausum sub ditione 'Videt. 

Great rivers do delight lerne's sons 
'Twixt Munster and Connaught the Shenon runs, 
By Limerick Walls we see it gently glide, 
And at Knock Patrick in the ocean hide." 

John Nevill, c1.ged 83 (78) a native of the Barony of K~nry, 
,1ow r•··siding at Ballingarry, st9.tes that the Mias Phad:ruig was in 
th~ p~ssession of thr family of O'Niadh 1 ~nglici~ed Nevill, and 
thHt it was pledged by Maire na Meise ni N1acth, to Mr. Roche of 
Limerick, who brought it to Paris, where it now remains. 

lE 

Dyt,art Castle 1 1J1:hL·h stands in the Townlarid of the s9.me name l'i 
on level gr·cunJ. mea.sures 11in1• t Aen feet by thirteen feet inside. 
It. l"l!:i.d four s tor it:: s, the :::i.rches of t·No of which sti 11 remain. 
The walls are about fif~y feet high and four end a half feet in 
thickne~s. This Ca~tle li,s north of the r·~ad from Askeqton to 
Shanagolden. 

Ill the Townland of Old Abbey ·:i.re the ruins or a religious 
eelif1ce called Mainistir na gCailleach Dubh, the walls of which 
ar~ all standing and perfect, with the excepti(m of a fragment 
wt1ich has fallen from tne W,;;St side (Recording to the Name Book). 

In the Townlarid of Cl'aggs is Borrigone (Barraig E6i n) Holy 
Well, which was formerly much resorted to; its waters are still 
believed to be efficacious in curing diseases. 

The Antiquitie~ of this Parish were examined by Mr. A. Curry 
and hi:'3 notes arranged b;y Ur. O'Keeffe. 

J.O'D. 
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OF THB PARISH OJ AUGHINISH. 

SITUATIOS. Ttis _Parish is situated in the north of tht Bar
ony ot Shaaid and is bounded on the north by the River Shannon; 
on the east by the Parish ot Morgans and on the south and west 
by those ot Shanagolden and Robertstown. 

NAO. The name ot this Parish 1s in Irish Baoh-Inis, which 
signifies Horse Island, a name which 1s very common throuchout 
Ireland. The J?arisb is also sometimes called by the alias name 
of hwnamore, in Irish ~Anadh U6r, which signifies the Great 
Slope or Declivity. 

I oould not meet a stnale ruin of a Church in this Parish, 
nor even the site ot it, nor could I meet any one that ever heard 
of the existence ot a Church or grave yard in any part of it. 

J'ohn O'Donovan. 
J'uly 16th 1840. 

This is Saint Swithin's Day, which is remarkable for 
constant rain very injurious to the crops. I hope the proverb 
will not be 1'ultilled this year. 

It has not, thank God. J. o•n. Aug. 7th 1840. 


