THE PARISH OF ROBERTSTOWN.

SITUATION. This Parish is situated In the north of the
Barony of Shanid, and counsists of two detached portions. One is
bounded on the north by the River Shanncon and on the east, south
and west by Shanagoldsn Parish. The other portion is bounded on
the north by Aughanish @nd Faunawore Parish, on the southeast by
Kilmoylan Parish, and on the north, east, south and west by the
Parish of Shanagolden.

NAME. 8ignifies tne Town of Robert.

Of the 0l1ld Church of Robertstown situsted in the Tewnland of 12
that neme, the walls =ore perflect. It is thirty seven fect long
by nineteen 2ud a half in breadth. The window cn the east gable
which ig now disfigused, was formed of browa ent stone on the
outside, ©s appﬁars from fivs of the stone: which remain on the
north side; the:2 stornes neve the appesrance of great age. On the
south side wall, two fee. from the east gable, there was ancther
window which is now coeplietely disfigured. The doorway, situated
on this wall eight Tect eight inches from the west gabhle, is broken
ort the inside., On ths cubtside, where it is in the pointed style
and formed of cut limesitone, it 1s six feet high by three feet in
width. ©Cn the rnorsth wall thuAe was another doorway, the sides of
which are broksn away; the arches remain both inside and catside,
being formed =% thin stones. The walls are about fourtesr feet
high, three fest in thickness, ard bullt of large stounes irregu-
larly laid with lime and wand mortar. There is a large graveyard,
not much in use at present, attacued to tais Church.

Abouvt three hurdred yards north of the 0ld Church stands 8
small part of the eastern end of Robertstown Castle, situsted on
the margin of an inlet of the River Shannon.

On the summit of Kriockpatrick Hill, and in the Tcwrland of 13
the same name, are the ruins of Snint Patrick’s Church, of which
both the gables have disappearsed; forty one feet of the scuth wall
and forty six of the north wall remain. OCn this north wall there
are two doorways, the one nine fest from where the wall is broken

on the west end, the arches (iuside and outside) being pointed and
formed of thin flags. This doorway is filled with old masonry.
The other 1s nine feet from the east end; its arches are broken.
No cut stone appears in either of these dcorways. There was
another dooxway on the south side wall opposite the western one
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on the north; no cut stone appears in this doorway, of whica only
one side remains. The walls of this Church are aboul twelve fe-t
high by threz feet in thickness :nd built of regular sized quarry
stones regularly laid with lime und sand moctsir, It has not the
appeararnce of great age. On the top ot these walls insic: runs

a cornice of cubt stones. There is a very lurge graveyard much

in use attached to this Church.

About three hund:red yards wes. of this i: Patrick’s Well.

About two nundred yards e.st of the c¢ld Chureh is 3ai.t Pat:
rick's Seat (Suidheach&:. Phétruic) which .cnsist. of six rather
small stoves laid on the ground almost in a circle. They have
not the appearance of a Cromlesze. The tradi. i n amoag tre people
is tha*t the Saint, on a certain cvrcasion, nhaving kneit ard prayed
here, left trne impression of his kn=-=28 =10 arms in t: e stones.

Nu murks howeve: appear in the.e .tones reseabling thoss h les in
holy stoues to Le met wilh elsewihere which are popularly believed
to be impressions of the knees or feet of Saints,

There is & mou:zt extunsive prospect ¢f the Counties of Cork,
Kerry, Clare, Tipperary and Lim:rick from Knockpatrick Hill.

Irn Patzgersla's History of Limsrick & read (p.385) "Abcut
& il n.:th of Bnanagclaen is Knock-Patiri-k (368) said to be the
highest mountain in this County, with respect to wnich Camden
cites tne following lines of Necam:-—

Fluminibus magais lactatur Hibernia, Sineus
Inter Conantism Mcmoniamgue fluit;

Trunsit per muros Limerici, Knock Patrick
Oceani clausum sub diticne videt.

"On the top of Knock Patrick are the walis of an old Church
in gocd preservation, tne =ntrarnce into which is by = 1 .w Gothic
arch on the west., Thi:z Church is neld in great veneration, as 11t
is suppocsed to h-ve bee.: rousecrated bty Sailrnt Parrick whose chuir
is shewn here composcd of tive stones. At -+ little dis -nce from
the Church is = well dedicated to the Saint, where the Country
people say he left a2 golden cup whizn remained there until within
thege fifty years, and that {t i: now in the pcssessitn of some
family in that Countryj they sl:0 relate that a Druid Priesst,
whilst helping Saint Patrick with water fron the well, mix=d :.ome
pocison with it, which was diccoverss to the 3aint by three drops
falli.g tnrough tre cup intu the well, by which the latte: aas
discoloured, Within tne walls uf the Cuhurchk are tw: handsome
monumesvs belouging to the Burke aud Griffin families.

"From the summit of this wild and lofty solitude the surr-
cunding Country presents & grard and extensive pros=peci sxwx x#x
(p.367) Kuock Patrick terminates at the rosc that leads from
Limerick to Glin and Tarbert by the Shannon,"
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The following iz from Ware's "Bishops of Limerick":- 1€

"The Shenon, called by Pltolemy the Senus, which is the
noblest river of &1l Ireland, is divided here into two channels
and flows round the greatest part of this City (Limerick) of which
Alexandra Necham says thus:-—

-Fluminibus magnis laetatur Hibernia Sincus
Inter Connatium Momoniamque fluit;

Transit per muros Limerici Knock Patrick illum
Oceani clausum sub ditione videt.

Great rivers do delight Ierne's sons

"Twixt Munsier and Cconnaught the Shenon runs,
By Limerick Walls we see it gently glide,
And at Knock Patrick in the ocean hide."

John Nevill, aged 83 (78) a native of the Barony of Kenry,
now r-giding at Ballingarry, states that the Mias Phadruig was in
tne prssession of the family of O'Niadh, anglicized Nevill, and
that it was plsuged by Maire na Meige ni Niadh, to Mr, Roche of
Liwerick, who brought it to Paris, where it now remains.

Dysart Castle, which stands in the Townlaund of the same name 1%
on level grouni, measures nin~teen fe«t by thirteen feet inside.
It haa four stories, the arches of twdo of which still remain.
Thne walls are about fifty feet high and four 2nd a hkalf feev in
thickness. This Castle li-s north of the r.ad from Askeaton 1o
Shanagolden.

In the Townland of Cld Abbey are the ruins of a religious
edifice called Mainistir na gCailleach Dubh, the walls of which
are all standing and perfect, with the exception of a fragment
which has fallen from the west side (according to the Name Book).

In the Townland of Craggs is Borrigone (Barraig Efin) Holy
Well, which was formerly much resorted tcj its waters are still
believed to be efficacious in curing diseases.

The Antiquities of this Parish were examined by Mr. A. Curry
and his notes arranged by Mr., 0’Keeffe.
J.0'D,



OF THE PARISH OF AUGHINISH.

S8ITUATION. Ttkis Parish is situated in the norta of the Bar-
ony of 8hanid and is bounded on the north by the River Shannonj
on the east by the Parish of Morgans and on the south and west
by those of 8hanagolden and Robertstown.

NAMB, The name of this Parish 1s in Irish Bach-Inis, whiah
gignifies Horse lsland, a name which is very common throughout
Ireland. The Parisn is also sometimes called by the alias name
of Pawnamors, in Irish Fanadh Mér, which signifies the Great
8lope or Declivity.

I ocould not meet a single ruin of a Church in this Parish,
nor even the site of it, nor could I meet any one that ever heard
of the existence of a Church or grave yard in any part of it,

John O'Donovan,
July 18th 1840,

This is 8aint 8within's Day, which is remarkable for
constant rain very injurious to the crops. I hope the proverb
will not be fulfilled this year.

It has not, thank God. - J. 0'D. Aug. 7th 1840.
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